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• Seven Targets and 
Three Means of 
Implementation

• Progress is 
measured using a 
group of indicators

• There are a total of 
45 indicators



Indicator 4.1.3
Gross intake ratio to the last grade 
(primary education, lower secondary 
education)

Target 4.1
By 2030, ensure that all girls and boys 
complete free, equitable and quality 
primary and secondary education leading 
to relevant and effective learning 
outcomes



Indicator 4.3.2 
Gross enrolment ratio for tertiary 
education by sex

Target 4.3
By 2030, ensure equal access for all 
women and men to affordable and 
quality technical, vocational and tertiary 
education, including university



Target 4.c
By 2030, substantially increase the supply 
of qualified teachers, including through 
international cooperation for teacher 
training in developing countries, 
especially least developed countries and 
small island developing States

Indicator 4.c.3 
Percentage of Qualified Teachers in 
Primary Education



Trends over 2015-2020

• Comparison is between the aggregates of world as a whole 
and Commonwealth countries as a group

• Period: The last five years since the launch of SDG’s

• Sources
• UNESCO Institute of Statistics (primary)

• World Bank Open Data

• Data for 2021 not yet available



4.1.3 Gross Intake Ratio to the Last Grade – Lower Secondary

Source: Compiled from UNESCO UIS, retrieved on 16 February 2022.
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4.3.2 Gross Enrolment Ratio for Tertiary Education

Source: Compiled from UNESCO UIS , retrieved on 16 February 2022.
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4.3.2 Gross Enrolment Ratio for Tertiary Education 
by Sex – Commonwealth Countries

Source: Compiled from UNESCO UIS , retrieved on 16 February 2022.
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4.c.3 Percentage of Qualified Teachers in Primary Education

Source: Compiled from UNESCO UIS, retrieved on 16 February 2022.
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• Commonwealth is lagging behind the 
world in all three selected indicators

• The gap is particularly wide in Gross 
Enrolment Ratio for Tertiary Education

• It is reasonably large in the percentage 
of qualified teachers

Gaps between Commonwealth 
Countries and World as a whole



Also Noted: Gaps in Supply of Data

• In each indicator, we have noted that data from some 
Commonwealth countries is missing
• Some of the countries are large

• Some are OECD countries 

• Implication: the trend of gaps may not hold if all 
Commonwealth countries reported data for the indicators

• General implication: for data-driven decision making this 
poses a challenge



Data Available in National Systems and 
Missing in UN Systems

Example 1: Data on teachers with qualifications

• UK Government sources have the data
• It is missing in the IGO data



Gap in Data in the UN Systems
Example 1



Data Available in National Systems and 
Missing in UN Systems

Example 2: Data on secondary school enrollment

• Available in the national portal of Trinidad and Tobago
• Missing in the UN systems data



Gap in Data in the UN Systems
Example 2



Commonwealth 
Support

• Targeted support to 
member countries, 
especially SIDS in making 
available core national 
data for SDG4 indicators 
to  data portals of Inter-
Governmental 
Organisations

• Capacity building

• Essential technology for 
data interchange
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