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COL created by Commonwealth Heads 

of Government Meeting, 1987



What is it for?

To help Commonwealth 

governments and institutions 

use technologies to improve and 

expand learning for sustainable 

development



The Commonwealth

52 developed and developing nations around the world 



The Road to Kuala Lumpur

PCF 1 –Brunei Darussalam

PCF 2 –South Africa

PCF 3 –New Zealand

PCF 4 –Jamaica

PCF 5 –United Kingdom

PCF 6 –India

PCF 7 –Nigeria





Learning for Sustainable 

Development
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Every $1 invested in learning resulted 
in $9 worth of income and assetsEC
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Reaching the 
Unreached
“I left school in year 5 
when I got married at the 
age of 12. I am now 22 
and have 3 children. I went 
back to school so that I 
could help my children 
with their schoolwork.”
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MOOC on Climate Change, Pacific Islands
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Source: http://sdg.gdrc.org/post/128479353317/the-five-key-elements-5-ps-that-led-to-the

http://sdg.gdrc.org/post/128479353317/the-five-key-elements-5-ps-that-led-to-the




The World Today

• 263 million children and youth out of school

• 758 million adults (15 years+) cannot read 

or write a simple sentence

• 71 million unemployed youth 

• One billion people, or 15% of the world’s 

population, experience some form of 

disability
Sources: 
UNESCO, Institute for Statistics: Out-of-school children. Retrieved in November 2016;
ILO, Global youth unemployment is on the rise again, August 2016
UNESCO Institute for Statistics, Literacy data release 2016. Retrieved in November 2016
The World Bank, Disability overview. Retrieved in November 2016

http://www.uis.unesco.org/Education/Pages/out-of-school-children.aspx
http://www.ilo.org/global/about-the-ilo/newsroom/news/WCMS_513728/lang--en/index.htm
http://www.uis.unesco.org/literacy/Pages/literacy-data-release-2016.aspx
http://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/disability/overview


Source: https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/expansion-in-global-higher-education-has-increased-inequality

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/expansion-in-global-higher-education-has-increased-inequality


What truly separates 

developed from less developed 

countries is not just a gap in 

resources or output but a gap 

in knowledge….’

Joseph Stiglitz & Bruce Greenwald, 
Creating a Learning Society, Columbia University Press, 2014



Leveraging Existing 

and New Technologies



Distance education enrollment 

continues to grow

More than two-thirds (67%) of student enrolled in 

“At least One” distance course at a public 

institution in US. 1

Sources: 
1. Babson Survey Research 

Group: Online Report 
Card: Tracking Online 
Education in the US, 2016

2. WCET: Distance Education 
Enrollment Report, 2016

1.6 million

4.6 million

5.8 million

2002 2008 2014

http://onlinelearningconsortium.org/news_item/babson-study-distance-education-enrollment-growth-continues-2/
http://wcet.wiche.edu/initiatives/research/WCET-Distance-Education-Enrollment-Report-2016


eLearning & Mobile Learning 2016-2021

Ten countries in Asia are now 

considered mobile-only: 
– Bangladesh 

– Cambodia 

– China 

– Indonesia 

– Myanmar (Burma)

– Mongolia 

– Laos 

– Nepal 

– Sri Lanka

– Vietnam
Source: Ambient Insight, The 2016-2021 Worldwide Self-paced eLearning Market

http://www.ambientinsight.com/Resources/Documents/AmbientInsight_The 2016-2021_Worldwide_Self-paced eLearning_Market.pdf


Can Education lead to Sustainable 

Development?

• One additional school year can increase a woman's 

earnings by up to 20%

• 0.1% improvement in a country's education equality 

can raise its per capita income by 23%

• Six years of education improve by 20% the chance 

that a farmer will adopt sustainable farming practices

Sources:
(http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EDUCATION/Resources/278200-1099079877269/547664-1099079934475/547667-1135281504040/Returns_Investment_Edu.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002231/223115E.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002231/223115E.pdf

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/EDUCATION/Resources/278200-1099079877269/547664-1099079934475/547667-1135281504040/Returns_Investment_Edu.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002231/223115E.pdf
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0022/002231/223115E.pdf


Objectives of PCF 8

• Exchange knowledge and experiences

• Identify important trends

• Build and strengthen networks and partnerships



Effectiveness 
and Efficiency

April

Access 
and Inclusion

May-June

Quality and Equity 
in learning

July

Technology and 
Innovation

August -September

Online Forums
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Countries Participated

66 including 17 non-Commonwealth 



oasis.col.org/handle/11599/2459



Highlights

• OER 

• Technology

• Research

• ODL for formal non-formal and 

informal learning



Key questions over the next three days

1. Technology for learner success

2. Open Education for social inclusion

3. Innovations for speed and scale

4. Learning for sustainable development



KLDeclaration@col.org

Professor Dr Shaari Abd HamidDr K Balasubramanian Stamenka Uvalić-Trumbić



Welcome


