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Taking the Road
Less Travelled



over 90% of student population

>1.5 billion 



Source: data.worldbank.org, retrieved on 16 April 2020
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http://data.worldbank.org/indicator/IT.CEL.SETS.P2


Source: University World News – Student bodies say e-learning is unaffordable and elitist, published on 22 April 2020

https://www.universityworldnews.com/post.php?story=20200422075107312


Helping Commonwealth governments and 

institutions use distance learning and technologies 

to expand access to education and training



Mainstreaming 
Open & Distance
Learning (ODL)
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DISTANCE EDUCATION



OPEN LEARNING

= fewer barriers 

DISTANCE EDUCATION

BUT, they are complementary

Therefore: ODL



ODL in Practice

• Flexible entry 

• Study at own pace, place and time

• Content available in print, audio, 
video and IT 

• Support from Tutors





Open Universities Still Open



1.3 million in service teachers 

trained online



If the learner 
cannot go to 
school, 
the school comes 
to the learner

“I left school in year 5 when I got married at 
the age of 12. I am now 22 and have 3 
children. I went back to school so that I could 
help my children with their schoolwork.”



ODL students have 

one-third carbon 

footprint compared to 

campus-based 

students



2 Leave no 
one behind



Photo credit: Abir Abdullah / Shidhulai Swanirvar Sangstha. Bangladesh



CommonwealthWiseWomen.org



India
0.56%

South Africa
1%





From digital 
divide to digital 
dividend
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MOOC4D 





Tonga: Restoring classroom teaching following Cyclone Gita



Open Educational Resources
(OER)



Who’s Afraid of ODL?



Access

Cost Quality

Inclusion Environmental 

Sustainability



Intergovernmental Agencies

Partnerships 

for ODL
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Governments

ODL Policies



Educational Institutions

Build staff 
capacity

Inter-
governmental

Agencies
Governments

Institutions



Taking the road less travelled…

“…Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.”

By Robert Frost

This Photo licensed under CC BY-SA 2.0

https://www.flickr.com/photos/oasenita/12392566173

